
The #NeverAgain 
Movement Explained

By Anna Rajagopal 



Leaders:

● Emma Gonzalez, David Hogg, Cameron 
Kasky, Jaclyn Corin, Alex Wind
○ 5 primary leaders
○ All survivors
○ All teenagers
○ All spokespeople of the movement 

■ Diversity in background and skill 



Goals:
● End to gun violence

○ Comprehensive gun reform 
○ Parkland = last school shooting in America. Ever. 

● Teens to vote
○ Vote with your values

■ Make sure politicians have much regard for your well-being



Strategies:

● Revolution for kids
○ Utilizing the tools of our generation

■ School walkouts
■ Social media
■ Speeches - AP rhetoric

● Organized change
○ Utilizing historic revolutions 

■ MLK and Gandhi’s nonviolent protest 

 



Influence: 

● Worldwide political recognition
○ American politics, specifically

● Social influence, as well 
○ Yolanda King (MLK’s granddaughter) 
○ Demi Lovato
○ Ariana Grande
○ Jennifer Hudson
○ Malala

● Notable media attention 
○ New York Times
○ CNN



Issues with the movement in communities of color:

● Outcry that:
○ Black and brown teens have been calling for gun reform for years 
○ Gun violence among police has not been discussed
○ Appropriation of black power rebellion slogans and methods (the 

black power fist) 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvykfyGTnbQ

○ Gun violence perpetuated by police is a very real issue
○ Gun violence against black people is a significant topic of mainstream media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VvykfyGTnbQ


Issues in with the movement in Jewish communities: 

● “Never Again” = term coined by Holocaust survivors

○ “Especially as someone who is a grandson of Holocaust survivors, I believe the 

Parkland students and those behind them need to stop using the phrase “Never again.” 
Using “Never again” dilutes its meaning, which is typically reserved to remember 
those, especially the Jews like my family members, who perished in the Holocaust. Its 
message rose out of a greater massacre, stemming from centuries of anti-Semitism, 
which unfortunately continues to this day. While any murder, like what transpired in 
Parkland, is beyond reprehensible, history cannot be misconstrued and conflated.” 
-Jackson Richman 

‘"Never Again" Sign at the 
Dachau Concentration 
Camp Memorial Site’ 

-Lynn Trimble



Two steps forward, one step backward:
● Though these issues exist, when in a position of power, 

you have a responsibility to use that power to enact 
positive change, and that is what the Never Again 
movement is trying to do
○ I want to be walking out today, but I have a 

responsibility to my education, thus I am doing this, 
and that is me using my power in a way that I can to 
enact change 

● No movement or activist will ever be perfect 
○ Activism is messy 
○ Lines are always crossed, toes are always stepped on

■ Apologize and move on  



March for Our Lives: 
● March 24th, 2018
● Participants stood for 5 hours 
● Celebrities and activists spoke
● Stoneman Douglas survivor-lead
● Call to action -- teens to the polls!
● Stories from all perspectives

○ From intercity kids
○ From minority kids
○ From other shootings, like Sandy Hook
○ From Parkland 

● Not the end, just the beginning 

*Representation of minority kids 



The April 20th Walkout:
● Your peers are walking out of school, being joined by the nation’s 

teenagers
● They each have a different reason for this

○ For further gun control
○ To prevent gun violence
○ To remember the victims of gun violence through action
○ To be a part of history 

● How can you make difference? 
○ Social Media 
○ Discussion with community 
○ Vote
○ Get involved in a political campaign 

■ All of this can be done with a Google search 
■ See next slide...



Direct Action: 

At 1PM during lunch:
● 17 minutes of actionable silence 

○ To honor the victims of Parkland
○ Email state representatives asking for gun reform
○ Will occur in the Arbor, I will be there to help you 

■ It’s easy, just a link to click and I have a 
pre-written message for you, if you want 

■ Bring laptop/phone, will not take long 



Gun Violence: The Story

● April 22nd, 4:00pm 
● Match Theatre 

○ 3400 S. Main St.



D’var Torah main ideas: 

● Tazria-Metzora
○ Purity
○ Circumcision

■ Covenant
● Your own covenant

○ Never Again  



Sources:
Time cover image: http://time.com/magazine/us/5210502/april-2nd-2018-vol-191-no-12-u-s/

Split leaders  image: https://fayewriter.com/2018/02/26/never-again-the-children-crusade-2-14-18/

Life worth image: https://www.allsides.com/blog/missing-perspectives-black-lives-blue-lives-truth-both-sides-part-i

“I can’t breathe” image:  https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/404409241521580436/

Little girl image:  https://www.dailysabah.com/americas/2016/07/09/black-lives-matter-demonstrations-against-us-police-violence-continue-despite-criticism

Holocaust quote: https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/red-alert-politics/florida-shooting-stop-saying-never-again

Never again image: https://rakstagemom.wordpress.com/tag/israel/

“Can’t wait to vote for you” image:  https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/24/us/march-for-our-lives-why-i-marched-trnd/index.html

“Vote them out” image: http://www.pfaw.org/blog-posts/people-for-the-american-way-joined-hundreds-of-thousands-to-march-for-our-lives/

March walk out sign: http://blogforarizona.net/tag/national-school-walkout/

Orange walk out sign: https://twitter.com/schoolwalkoutus/status/965306960739471361

Yolanda King image: https://hellogiggles.com/news/yolanda-renee-king-march-for-our-lives/

Demi Lovato image: https://www.dmitory.com/hy/15975273

Malala image: https://www.siasat.pk/forum/showthread.php?619462-Young-Shooting-Victims-Malala-Parkland-and-Sandy-Hook

Nobody’s perfect image: https://vitacentre.org/programs-and-services/nobodys-perfect/

http://time.com/magazine/us/5210502/april-2nd-2018-vol-191-no-12-u-s/
https://fayewriter.com/2018/02/26/never-again-the-children-crusade-2-14-18/
https://www.allsides.com/blog/missing-perspectives-black-lives-blue-lives-truth-both-sides-part-i
https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/404409241521580436/
https://www.dailysabah.com/americas/2016/07/09/black-lives-matter-demonstrations-against-us-police-violence-continue-despite-criticism
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/red-alert-politics/florida-shooting-stop-saying-never-again
https://rakstagemom.wordpress.com/tag/israel/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/24/us/march-for-our-lives-why-i-marched-trnd/index.html
http://www.pfaw.org/blog-posts/people-for-the-american-way-joined-hundreds-of-thousands-to-march-for-our-lives/
http://blogforarizona.net/tag/national-school-walkout/
https://twitter.com/schoolwalkoutus/status/965306960739471361
https://hellogiggles.com/news/yolanda-renee-king-march-for-our-lives/
https://www.dmitory.com/hy/15975273
https://www.siasat.pk/forum/showthread.php?619462-Young-Shooting-Victims-Malala-Parkland-and-Sandy-Hook
https://vitacentre.org/programs-and-services/nobodys-perfect/


Sources continued:

D’var: 

● http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/circumcision-brit-milah
● https://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading_cdo/aid/2495862/jew

ish/Tazria-Metzora-Torah-Reading.htm
● Image: 

https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2918754/jewish/Bri
t-Milah.htm

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/circumcision-brit-milah
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading_cdo/aid/2495862/jewish/Tazria-Metzora-Torah-Reading.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/torahreading_cdo/aid/2495862/jewish/Tazria-Metzora-Torah-Reading.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2918754/jewish/Brit-Milah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/article_cdo/aid/2918754/jewish/Brit-Milah.htm

